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GEORGE GRANT BROWNELL 


PREFACE 


Of Thomas Brownell and his wife Ann, the ancestors of our fam- 
ily, very little is known except that they were of English descent. 
It is claimed that he was born in Derbyshire, England, about 1618. 
Was married in 1638 to Ann, his wife, whose maiden surname is 
unknown, and came to America in 1639. Austin in his Geneal- 
ogical Dictionary cf Rhode Island states that he was the son of Sir 
Edward or Edmund Brownell; of this we have been unable to find 
any proof. To substantiate the fact that Thomas Brownell was a 
descendant of the Brownells of Derbyshire, it has been claimed 
by one of his descendants, that some of their ancestcrs who lived in 
Rhode Island during the seventeenth century possessed plate upon 
which was engraved the Coat of Arms of the Brownells of Derby- 
shire, England. 


That he came to this country about the time of his marriage seems 
very reasonable, as our earliest knowledge of him in this country, is 
that in 1647, he was living in Aquidneck, a settlement at the north- 
ern end of the island of Rhode Island, now known as 
Portsmouth. This settlement thad been made nine years 
before this date by a little group of men and women 
who had been driven. out of Boston, Mass., because, 
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Hutchinson and Mrs. Hutchinson had seduced them into dangerous 
errors.” There in Aquidneck they had made that famous compact 
of government, which is in these words: “The seventh day of the 
first month, 1638. We whose names are underwzitten, do hereby 
solemnly, in the presence of Jehova, Incorporate ourselves into a 
bodie Politick, and, as He shall help, will submit our persons, lives 
and estates unto our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and Lord 
ot Lords, and to all those perfect and most absolute laws of His, 
given us in His Holy Word of Truth, ta be guided and judged 
thereby.—Exod. 24, 2-3. 2 Chron. 2-3. 2 Kings 2-17.” 


This compact had been signed by William Coddington, John 
Clark and seventeen others. Twelve ot the signers were members of 
the Boston church, and all except two were among those who had 
been -equired to give up their arms in Bosten in the previous year, on 


account of their adherence to the doctrines 2f Mrs. Hutchinson. 


It was among these people, who had been driven from Massa- 
chusetts colony for their religious opinions, that he cast his lot, and 
we may judge somewhat of him and his character, from that cir- 
cumstance. 

In 1895, the compiler became interested in collecting genealog- 
ical data of the descendants of Thomas and Ann Brownell. Having 
been very successful in accumulating a large amount of data, and as 
he was in receipt of many inquiries from other members of the family, 
he decided to publish the results of his labor in book torm for the 
benefit of present and future generations, which he has been able to 
accomplish with the assistance of Mr. Simeon Brownell. Dewittville, 


N. Y., who so kindly backed him in this enterprise. 


Great pains have been taken to avoid errors in names or dates, 


but as they are liable to occur in compiling a work of this kind, the 
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compiler would be thankful if anyone finding mistakes, no matter 
how trivial, would inform him, giving number of page on which they 
occur, so that he may be able to make proper corrections in the next 


volume. 


We desire to express to those who have so kindly assisted us in 
our work of collecting data used in this book, our sincere appreciation 
of their services in our behalf, and wish that they may jcin us in the 
enjoyment of the fact of being able to hand down to posterity the 


genealogy of our ancestors, Thomas and Ann Brownell. 
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HISTORICAL RECORD OF THOMAS BROWNELL 


TuHomMas BrRowNELL. 


(a): 


Thomas Brownell, of Derbyshire, England, born about 1619; 
died 1665; married about 1638, Ann, (surname unknown), and 
had eight children. Mary, born 1639; died January 12, 1739; 
married Robert Hazard. SARAH, died September 6, 1676; married 
Gideon Freeborn. MARTHA, born May, 1643; died February 15, 
1744; married Jeremiah Wait, (2) Charles Dyer. GeorGe, born 
1646; died April 20, 1718; married Susanna Pearce. ‘WILLIAM, 
born 1648; died 1715; married Sarah Smiton. THoMas, born 
1650; died May 18, 1732; married Mary Pearce. Rosert, born 
1652; died July 22, 1728; married Mary, (surnamg unknown). 
ANN, born 1654; died April 2, 1747; married Joseph Wilbur. 

March 18, 1647, he was one of the witnesses to the will of John 
Walker, of Portsmouth, R. I. On May 20, 1647, he was appointed 
Water Bailey. In 1655, he became Freeman. 1655-61-62-63, he 
was member of Court of Commissioners. April 4, 1658, he sold 
Thomas Lawton 35 acres of land. He was Deputy in General As- 
sembly in 1664. 

Cn November 6, 1665, Ann Brownell, widow and executrix of 
Thomas Brownell, exchanged certain lands with William Brenton, 
fulfilling a contract made by her husband previous to his decease. 
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